Ruthe’s last official day as our  have been grateful for the passion
Youth Minister. She has served she has shared for youth and how
here now for just over two years she loves to be a part of their lives.
and has done a great job. She is It doesn’t take long being around
now taking the opportunity to comRuthe to know she is in love with
plete her college degrees and to God and seeks to share that with
pursue a Master’s degree in Familyouth. We will wish her well in the-
and Marriage Counseling. se new endeavors, and we will be

h To show our appreciation forpraying for her as she continues to
. her faithful service and witness, weerve Christ and the Kingdom.

~ will host a reception for her Sunday Also, please be in prayer for the

Dear Sisters and Brothers, afternoon, January 8th, at 4 PM incontinued growth of our youth min-
This Sunday will mark a transithe Chapel. You are invited to shargry in this time of transition.
tion in our staff. That will be with her however you choose. |

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, January 8th

Sunday, January 8th, First Unite

p

-

Methodist Church will host an Amel

ican Red Cross Blood Drive in the

Christian Life Center (CLC) from 1(

AM till 2 PM. American
Red Cross

Donors are asked to come to the
CLC to complete the basic, needed
paperwork. Generally, the process
will take about 20 minutes. If you have never donated :
blood, it is a good idea to drink plenty of water prior to givluggage Donated: Over 50 pieces of lug-
ing. This will hydrate you body and will make giving easiergage were donated during the Christmas

Mrs. Shirley Phillips says that most of us can give bloodeason to assist the local Rotary Club sup-
even those who have had cancer or other serious illness. port an orphanage in Hattiesburg. These
Nurses will be on hand to clarify who can and cannot givegifts will help displaced children, so they
_Even taking some med|C|_nes_W|II not prevent one f_rom 9iVdon't have to move from one place to an-
ing blood. Also you can give if you have not given in the
last 56 days.

Together, we can save a life

other in garbage bags. This is grace and
dignity.

BolY
<x's a%\%) Congratulations! to proud parents Jason and Stacy Woodruff and big brother, Thomas, on the

fV‘ birth of Bennett Anthony Woodruff born Wednesday, December 28. He was 7 pounds, 2 ounc-
% es and 20 inches.

\vJ



Mrs. McCaskill birth indieates h0\_/v important Christtract ahout him ceming out of the
was and is to society. It orders ourtomb, alive. We will celebrate that
lives, based around the birth of bapwrticularly on Easter morning;
Jesus. Our calendars are keyed toeach Sunday is a little Easter be-
g his life, whether we realize it or notause Christ is alive.
,:Bmtl,t:rlz”rgzns%e A brief aside: There have been  Whether you understand _aII of
drew the sideway8 on the chalk those people in recent years who the co_mpl_ex!ty of the pre-existence
board, the symbol of infinity. Her have attempted to take the Christ of _Chrlet (infinity past) or the Christ
voice reflected her passion for the OUt of the measure of time. You ot infinity futl_Jre, we can gra_pple
subject. She would then draw a homay have seen the letters after a with the reality that Chrl_st died for
izontal line with chalk that dat_e_ like: BCE and CE. BCE is a our sin and he_rose again to show us
squeaked, often causing that soun olitically correct term of Before the extent of his Iove_. _AII of that

’ the Common Era. CE stands for has been done and finished for you

that would make your spine shiver, . e
y P Common Era, which we are living and me.

Q:aﬁﬂe esh;nc:ct;her:fglnr}tey.shnet\l/qvg uld in now. However, it is still BC and  If the world recognizes the irh-
middle she would draw a short, veéD tor me. HOW about you? portance_of C_:hrlst by ordering time
tical line, indicating the zero- It is easy at times to confuse Anrwound his birth, how are we mak-
starting point. Everything to the IefPomlnl (AD) with After Death_. If ing Chrls_,t SO important that we or-
was a negative number and every_we take that approach, we mlght der our lives _around him, especially
thing to the right was a positive miss the cross and the resurrectiothe resurrection we celebrate each
number. It is the concrete 33 years of  Sunday? Every Sunday, a little

| was pretty good with math: butphrls’s_ life that | want to look at forEas_ter, a time to celebrate the resur-
must confess that there were som few Ilhes here. We are about_to rection. Sor_ne of_us have neglected
instances that the algebraic equa_enter this new year when we will faithful participation in wershlp.
tions didn’t make sense at first. | Ot only have the opportunity to What are the rea_tl commitments you
was a concrete thinker: the abstratl:?C’k at the years of Christ’s life (inare making in this new year? Will
’ study and worship), but we can exChrist be passive or active in your

th ht pr just that - ab->""" L . . . L2
OUgh! process was Jus: tha ab-amlne what his life means to us, asfe? Will you make him a priority?

ts;.rerc;a;;ﬁurlgglitzgolrcvparserh’erstﬂpl)hflnlwe commit ourselves as h_is disc_:i- Don’t forget what he did for you:
posed to comprehend it. It was in_ples. We are able to peer into his He dled for your sins. That's quite a
finity, dealing with numbers. (It life, see how he lived, and see hoveommitment. Please ask yeurself:
sometimes takes a minute to sink f'ﬁe was a servant, even to death o_hHave | been fatlthful to Christ, as
Can you identify with that at all?) the cross. When_we are hon_est withe has been felthful to me?” If you
So 'l was dealing with two con- o_urs_elves and with Christ, like thewant to Wprshlp the God who pald_
cepts that were new to me: Ab- d|SC|p_Ie whom Jesus loved, we sarfmt_ your sin, make ita metter of pri-
straction and Infinity. et_a dlst_ance from the cross becausety to gether Wlth our sisters and
Today in our culture, we have a itis toe mtense to be much closerbrothers in worship Where we are
similar diagram we call the time- And still there isa gtft for us be- reminded of the promise of |nf|.n|ty
line. The starting point is zero. cause Christ is gracious and wctoriuture_, spending time with Christ in
Along that continuum, that refer- ous. We are able to celebrate_the eternity.
ence point of zero is because of victory of life over death and right- | hope to see you Sunday . . .
Christ's birth. We call the time be- €0USNESS Over sin because Jesus

fore Christ BC. And our time since'95¢ from the dead on Easter morn-

Christ’s birth is indicated as AD,
which | s Anno Domini, Latin for
“year of our Lord.”

Measuring time around Christ’s

was my algebra
teacher and she
talked about

There’s nothing abstract about the
sacrifice he made for our sin. He
shed his blood for us and for the
whole world. There’s nothing ab-

Page 2



Hi Kids!

| hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! As theeaegets underway | want

to make sure you know about our new Sunday School Program that began back in November. sfifeare te
out the rotation model Sunday School. It works a little like Bible School. We will haviheme for a 6-8
week time span. During this time the classes will rotate to a diffeedidrsevery week. The stations are
Creative Cookery, Art, Storytelling, Movie, Science, Games, and Music. Ea&theesame Bible story will

be reinforced. The hope is that this will ingrain it deep into the children, and thégwwiore likely to re-
member what they are learning. | am including a sample schedule belovamal ttiear things up a bit.

Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 5 Wk 6 Wk 7
Art 2-3 4-5 Pre K-1
Movie Pre K-1 2-3 4-5
Game 4-5 pre 2-3 K-1
Cooking k-1 pre 4-5 2-3
Science 2-3 4-5 k-1 Pre
Music K-1 4-5 pre 2-3
Story 2-3 k-1 pre 4-5

This model makes it a little bit easier for the teachers as they onlydhavepiare for their station once and
then just repeat every week with a different class. In the above schedulentkegmdces indicate when those
teachers will have a Sunday off. Since we have 7 stations but only 4 classédren challows some leeway
for the teachers to continue periodically in their own adult classes.

| am very excited about this new Sunday School model. | think it is something tha¢ wdw and different
and will hopefully make the children excited to come on Sunday mornings.

In Christ,
Acolytes: C - ; :
01/01 Brooklyn Deakle, Garrett Deakle H Children’s VOI_untee_rS_'_
01/08 Taylor Cochran, Alexis Cochran | 01/01 No Evening Activities
01/15 Wil Taylor, Calise Ardoin L 85(1)8 g|had and ﬂ';k'hcl:OCh[a”
01/22 Joby, Belle or Timothy Miller D > Clayton and Ashley Lawrence
01/29 Bethany Dees, Lainey Dees R 81@3 g?gtiya‘r]ﬁ '\S/lr?géenson Rogers
Nursery Huggers: E
01/01 Angie Hobby, Jennifer Mathis Snack Supper:
01/08 Tammie and Tony Caldwell S 01/01 No E?/gning Activities
01/15 Phillip and Kristina Eubanks E 01/08 Shannon and Scott Rogers
01/22 Brenda Underwood, Dawn Hubbert R 01/15 Kelli and Jason Ardoin
01/29  Kelli Ardoin, Stevie Smith v 01/22 Cassie and Mikie Hearndon
A 01/29 5th Sunday Fellowship
If you cannot serve on your day, please ask N
someone on the list to change with you. T
S
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Flowers:

01/01 Kim Taylor
01/15 Open
01/29 Open

(Contact Beverly Hedegaard

at (601-947-3413) to place

Wonderful Wednesday Meal:

01/08 Qpgno4 Men's Bible Study Group
01/22 Qpew11 Graduates

01/18 Costa Rica Mission Team
01/25 Youth

January Doorstep
Visitation:

January Ushers:
8:30 AMClyde Baldwin,
Dr. David Crump, Sadie Baldwin

11:00 AM

Communion Ushers:

flowers in the Sanctuary.) ! ! # $%
Roy and Kay Grafe &
Attendance for the Month
Date 8:30 AM | 11:00 AM SS 6:30 PM WW M”¥20Mh§_d'a
11/30 102 8:30
Jerry Green
12/04 159 102 202 79 108 11:00
12/11 147 105 206 81 115 Walt Stub-
blefield
12/18 137 114 184 83 N/A PM
. Chad Cochran/
12/25 10 AM Service Only 220 Tammie Caldwell
Sound Techs:
8:30
12/04/11 12/11/11 12/18/11 |  12/25/1]1 Jas‘ﬂ_ggdo'”
General Fund . 14,201.23 10,886.5D 6,946.41 4,178/00 i Hamm
“‘Blessed Offering” 1,160.00 1,000.00 PM
Choir Fund 111.00 142.0¢ 11.0D Buddy Fair|ey
Communion Missions 75.00 30.00 50.00
Costa Rica Car Fund 150.00
Costa Rica Children 100.00 250.0( 100.0D Moments of
Costa Rica Meal 1,124.00 Inspiration:
Curriculum 17.65 72.65 17.6% January 2-6
Equipment 630.00 85.00 Tonya Harbison
Future Expansion 400.00 100.0( January 9-13
L . Joy Smith
Liberia School Kids 1,100.00 500.00 January 16-20
Local Missions 1,115.00 1,685.00 325.400 360.PRuthe Guerry
March to the Manger 3,317.001 January 23-27
Member Outreach 100.00 Shirley Phillips
Piano Fund 50.00 50.00
Sr. Adult Travel 50.00
Russian Mission 220.00 150.0¢ 125.00 JAI\IX;@F;Y
Women'’s Retreat 30.00 COUNTERS
Wonderful Wed. Meal 10.00 James Tipton
Youth Ministry 80.00 460.0¢ 850.0D 150.00 and
Total 18,942.88 15,020.1p 10,211.06  8,391.00axine Goff
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This has been
a Treasure

With great sadness, I'm shar-
ing with you that | will be
leaving Lucedale. While I'm
excited to tell you that | have
an opportunity to go back to school and finish
my degree and earn my masters in counselin| Vi*‘ B
which has been my long-term goal for quite )
some time, it makes my heart sad to be leavir,__ ‘
my Church family here. Each moment here is
special treasure. | have learned, | have growr,
have made so many precious friends and lool
forward to maintaining those relationships. MY
time here has enriched my life so much. Tharf = SsESess
you for the opportunity to be a part of your livé e
and especially for being such a wonderful part A picture of the “Crew” that experienced

of mine. the Winter Retreat . . .

Local Missions
serves people of
George County
Each week, Tuesday
and Thursday
9 AM till Noon

Jan. 26=Rock and Worship Road Show in Bilox|
Feb. 23-24 = 30-hour Famine
Mar. 2-4=MYAC
Mar. 4=Winter Jam

Sign-up sheets are up stairs in the Youth Room.

-yf‘- gi Recently, a number of faithful servants

. helped a family in the community by

{ building this ramp and a set of stairs.
With donated materials and servants’
tireless hands, the ramp was built in
the alley of the church building and
then installed. The family has said
thank you more than once and is grate-
ful for this witness of the Gospel. This
is one of the ways we are the hands
and feet of Christ.
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We received this note from Will and Ella
) Q +R Q RU RI Faircloth, missionaries in Costa Rica:

$ JLIW ZDV JLYHQ E\ -DFN DQG QDUVKD 3HWHUV WR
Dear First Methodist:

7KH /LEHULD &KLOGUHQ-V )XQAG bf1*RLQfREh B lvery busy year in
-RKQQ\ 'DQLHOOH 3HWHUV 7KH [frosiyRicaiAR ¥py)§an)s§ei[ogthe pho-

tos, it has been a year full of blessings,

oy, a dﬁ unpjes to serve our Lord.
$ JLIW 2DV JLYHQ E\ (ULF DQG Iﬁxl\%agc %vpg?égdr;&a%fgd the first house of
7KH 3LDQR )XQG LQ +RQRU|]Té Methodist Children’s Home, the next

month we broke ground on the site of the
SDWULFLD +HQGHUVRQ second house, and now we’'re thrilled to

. D apacity wit eautiful boys and
$ JLIW ZDV JLYHQ E\ *HRUJH &R ﬁﬁéu?lﬁd%ﬁ%ﬁd#mg kids’ club in

7KH &RVWD 5LFD 9HKLFOH )XQfB-0sGuidR EetinuRs to thrive, as we
teach those amazing children about the

Lord’s great love for each of them. The
Seminary keeps growing in its work of training pastors to be#rre their local con-
gregations and communities, and it was a proud moment to watch §terggradu-
ate earlier this month.

With grateful hearts, we give thanks to the Lord for all thahate allowed us to
experience this year, and for our family and friends who ldasdives and ministry
beyond measure with their encouragement and support. May you bedbiksse
Christmas season by the presence of Emmanuel, “God with us.”

Will and Ella Faircloth

Senior Citizen Wisdom

Submitted by The Elma Bristow Sunday School Class. A class comprised of peopésl de the
study of the Bible and charitable good works in this community.

Contributed by MARTHA HOWELL:

We have just finished delivering poinsettias to all of our shut-ins. We also deliveresttmasrie
our church secretary, Marilyn, and to Bro. Jeff and Christy. We are taking up mongyGaistmas gifts
for a woman, age 64 and a man, age 75. We obtained their names from the SalvationdAnntiygéve the
money to the Salvation Army to buy gifts for these two individuals mentioned above.

These verses have been a part of my Igaiah 40:31—"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, andwesiye and they shall walk,

and not faint.”
Matthew 5:8—“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
- Thought for the Day -

“Thy will, not mine, be done.”
“We walk by faith, not by sight.”

Until next month
... "Peace be with you” . . .

All the Members of the Elma Bristow Sunday School Class—F.U.M.C.
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ODUN DQG 1DQF\ -R ODSPHIGDOH :RPHQ-V &C
-RH DQG %HOLQGD ODUNRDQG 1DQF\ -R 0D
SREHUW DQG 'HZDQGD
in Memory of 8SSHU 5RRP %LEOH &¢
E\ &KDUOHV DQG 3DXOD B8 KRXYMPDU\ :LOO
+HOHQ +HQGHUVRG Memory 6f# $
-HIl DQG OHOLQGD +RZHOODYLV 'XQJDQ
'DYH DQG 'LPSOH /ROOIBV.UJLQLD +DYDUG

Gifts of Memorials -RH DQG %HOLQGD 7D\ORRMLH +HQGHUVRQ

have been given as follows: i, memory of 'DY;"D[F))gSD"-/';SF?IH /RO
T E\ -RVLH +HQGHUVR
© Q Q )D\H OF1HLOO

in Memory of in Memory of -RH DQG %HOLQGD 7D

E\ 'DYH DQG 'LPSOH ERORHWDQG 3DWW\ $QGHUVRQ
(UZLQ DQG 'RWW\ &RUOM & u
in Memory of '"HBRWR &RXQW\ %D @MNemory of
E\ +LOGD J)LYHDVK ODYLV 'XQJDQ E\ -RH\ DQG 3DWW\ $QGC
*HOHQ +HQGHUVRQ,xGG6\ DQG 0DU\ )DLUGHY% -HDO % UDQWOH

; Q Q HPW H +tHQGHUVRQ %XUW 2GHDQ

SREHUW DQG SDFKHO5 gl UNAR DR G 5DFKHO .LYWERRELQGD %X VE\
DYH DQG 'LPSOH /ROBYY DQG 'LPSOH /RE@UWOHY DQG 3DXOD &

) _ %RE DQG %HWW\H .D\H
United Methodist Women's News WRQ ORUULV DQG &DUR
'HERWR &RXQW\ %DQ

UMW Luncheon  Program: Call to Prayer and Self DV (QJOLVK .
Meeting Denial by Jean Persons :DOWRQ DQG /DXUD *Ul
—January 9th 12:00 'RXJODV 3DUNPDQ

Noon—Chapel BHRSOH-V %DQN DQG

And so it has been through the ages
even to the present time: the songs

Hostess: Esther Kirkwo_od Circle of Martin Luther, Isaac Watts, &RPSDQ\

Judy Luce and Patsy Erieg Charles Wesley, John Newton, ra ~ 5KHWW DQG 6X]\ 6FR

Program: Nancy Corley Sankey, Phillip Bliss, Fanny Cros- 0U DQG O0UV %HQ 6H|
) by, John Peterson, Beethoven, %XGG\ DQG 6KHLOD 6F

Dorcas Circle TBA Handel, and other temporaries have °

Esther Kirkwood Circle— been used providentially by a Sov- T0 ) $

January 24th ereign God to challenge the unbe-

9:30 AM here at the Church in liever, to edify the saint, and to fan 'n Memory of %

Room 103 revival fires. —18th Centu- # 8 E\

Hostess: Brenda Underwood  ry Author-Unknown -DFN DQG ODUVKD 3HYV

Program: Call to Prayer and Self Combined Choir, Eric and Patri- . N

Denial by Martha Howell cia, a Profound “Thank You” is n ,Ib/lemor)gof

Wesleyan Circle—January 11th extended to you for your excellent Fx"# 8
3:00 PM at Faye McNeill's home g?éf‘\’(rmagce inthe Cantata"Mary, g\ gpuvkDOO DQG 0D U\
Hostess: Faye McNeill Id You Khow:
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Al First
Lgi. United
LY Methodist

.. Church
( % )* +* - ( ' 10.(
) 12 %0.3%-/ 4,1 2 %322%0(2-

50" 1 & 67 * 87 1™ &* &
Rev. Jeff Pruett Patricia Henderson Marilyn Massey
Pastor Pianist Church Secretary
Eric Smith Jean Persons Melissa Havard
Minister of Music Organist Financial Administrator
Ruthe Guerry Mary Beth Davis Darrell & Jackie Keel Return Service Requested
Youth Minister Nursery Director Custodians
Cassie Hearndon Sue Hartsfield

Children’s Coordinator Nursery Supervisor

== This Sunday,
&= . January 8 at

y |

(" 5:00 PM - Cos-

ta Rica Mis-
sion Team
Meeting in Room 123

The 3rd Installment of

Ny

e
)

Children’s Bible Drill Kick-Off
(Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6)
January 8—April 22
Every Sunday at 6:30 PM--Room 103
Leaders: Dewanda Platt (601-508-0642)
Meleta Green (601-508-0316)

$200 is now due.

Adult Leisure Trip

Thursday, January 26
We will leave the Church at
9:00 AM to go see Mil
Weaver at the V.A. Facility
in Collins. We will eat lunch
at Morgan’s on Main. Please
sign up by the Church Office
door. See Faye McNeill if
you have questions.

Tuesday, January 10

6:30 PM—Seashore District Cluster Meeting followed by 7:00
PM Worship Service here at First Methodist in the Chapel.

#
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